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The Cross Party Groups on Older People and Ageing, 
Housing and Disability 

 
Wednesday 17October 2018 

 
Conference Rooms C & D, Tŷ Hywel,  

National Assembly for Wales 
 

Minutes of Joint Meeting on Housing an Ageing Population 
 
 

Attendees  
Mike Hedges AM (Joint Chair) Mark Isherwood AM (Joint Chair) 
Ryland Doyle, Mike Hedges’ office David Melding AM 
George Jones, Older People’s 
Commissioner’s office 

Janet Finch-Saunders AM 

Lynda Wallis, Vale 50+ Strategy 
Forum 

Rhian Davies – Disability Wales  

Valerie Billingham, Age Cymru Louise McGrath – Wales Council for 
the Deaf 

Callum Hughes, Welsh NHS 
Confederation 

Zoe Richards, Learning Disability 
Wales 

Matthew Dicks, Chartered Institute of 
Housing Cymru Sandra Burton, Disability Can Do 
Catherine May, Chartered Institute of 
Housing Cymru Adele Battaglia 
Mark Wilson Iwan Williams, Social Care Wales 

Claire Stevenson, Care and Repair 
Cymru 

Tracey Blockwell, DAP 
Monmouthshire 

Laura Lewis, CITB 
Martyn Jones, Learning Disability 
Wales 

Selina Moyo, CHC Alex Osmond, The Wallich 
Pete Lomax, Housemark Michelle Brown 
John Puzey, Shelter Cymru Travel Blockwell 
 
 
Apologies: Huw Irranca-Davies AM; Bethan Sayed AM; Kirsty Williams AM; 
Ceri Cryer, Age Cymru; Maria Cheshire-Allen, Swansea University; John 
Davies, Active Wales; Juliet Morris, Care and Repair Cymru; Malcolm 
Williams, Social Care Wales; Matthew Kennedy, CIH Cymru; Phyllis Preece, 
National Pensioners Convention; Beth Winter, Swansea University; Sarah 
Hillcoat-Nalletamby, Swansea University; Geoff Cheetham, Welsh Senate for 
Older People; Cathrin Manning, Red Cross; Rachael Nicolson-Wright, Action 
on Elder Abuse; Michelle Wales, Shelter; Elinor Weekley, RICS; Nick Morris, 
Crisis;Jim Bird, Caerlas; Elin Edwards, RNIB; Neil Howell, Torfaen Council. 
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Cross-Party Group on Older People and Ageing:  Annual General 
Meeting 
 
Mark Isherwood AM proposed Mike Hedges AM as Chair; Mike Hedges was 
duly elected.  Val Billingham volunteered and was duly elected as secretary. 
 
 
Joint Meeting on Housing an Ageing Population 
 
Housing an Ageing Population 
 
Prof Judith Phillips, Deputy Principal, Stirling University (JP), gave a 
presentation on Housing an Ageing Population.  A copy of the presentation is 
attached. 
 
Discussion took place, during which the following points arose: 
 

 All stakeholders should be working to take this agenda forward, 
including Government, builders, developers and others; 

 There are currently perverse incentives for developers to build homes 
which are not appropriate for older or disabled people, or only 
affordable by the better off.  However, McCarthy and Stone are now 
looking at the lower end of the specialist housing market; 

 Wales could be at the forefront of developing technological solutions to 
housing and social care problems.  Under the Industrial Strategy, 
industry could help to future proof new housing stock; 

 Home is a meaningful place, with emotional and social aspects; it is not 
just a question of bricks and mortar; 

 Housing is now centre stage of the Government approach to health 
and social care.  The Intermediate Care Fund sees housing as the 
solution to intermediate care issues.  The Older People’s 
Commissioner has a housing background; 

 Any hypothecated social care levy could be used to invest in social 
housing; 

 David Melding AM (DM) asked whether there had been any 
assessment of the gap between demand and supply of housing 
suitable for older people.  JP said that no data was available.  
However, the issue was one of universal design and flexible housing to 
meet the needs of all generations; 

 DM asked whether downsizing was a good option.  JP said that more 
data was needed, but that it was a question of rightsizing rather than 
downsizing, to accommodate, eg, live-in carers (or even somewhere to 
park a care robot) in later life.  Older people need to be able to choose 
from all sorts of options.  Many executive homes were built on the 
outskirts of towns and cities, not embedded within them, with access to 
their facilities; 

 Lynda Wallis (LW) drew attention to the lack of council housing 
available for downsizing.  JP said that councils could be introducing 
technological adaptations, eg, sensors, which would make existing 
council housing more fit for purpose; 
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 JP said that the Development Quality Requirements (DQR) for 
Registered Social Landlords include standards for lifetime homes; 

 there is no national policy to help with houses in disrepair.  JP said that 
Wales needs incentives for innovative design, but no-one so far wants 
to look at this; 

 Janet Finch-Saunders AM (JFS) said that it was often the case among 
her constituents that older people maintained their homes until one of 
an older couple died, after which the home was no longer maintained 
and the remaining person was not able to get into a supported living 
scheme. It was easier for the schemes to cream off the most able older 
people.  JP said that the more disabled someone was, the safer and 
more cost effective it was for them to be in supported housing; 

 Mark Isherwood AM (MI) said that the Homebuilders’ Federation 
maintain that consumer preference is the driver for the type of houses 
that are constructed, and asked how we raise awareness in the public 
of the need to plan for later life.  He mentioned that there are several 
“extra-care lite” schemes and asked whether there had been any work 
to see how and where good practice had been established and shared.  
JP said that this had been done in Scotland; 
there are a lot of groups who were desperate for housing, but was 
unsure that the market would respond to the need for lifetime homes 
without a statutory requirement.  JP said that Wales was at the 
forefront of innovation in the construction industry; 

 Matt Dicks asked about a rights-based approach to housing.  JP said 
that there was a need to incentivise last-time buyers as much as first-
time buyers. 

 
 
Adaptations and accessibility  
 
Geraint Rees, Equality and Human Rights Commission in Wales, gave a 
presentation on Housing and disabled people – Wales’s hidden crisis.  A copy 
of the presentation is attached. 
 
Discussion took place, during which the following points arose: 
 

 Only one Local Authority in Wales had set a target for providing 
accessible, adaptable homes.  In Scotland, fourteen of the sixteen 
lifetime homes criteria had been built in to building regulations, and a 
lot had been done in London to implement the criteria.  The lack of data 
on the housing need of disabled people meant that LAs struggle to 
challenge developers.  LAs have low confidence in their knowledge of 
their existing housing stock which leads to challenges in effectively 
matching disabled people to suitable homes; 

 People living with disabilities have low confidence in their knowledge of 
tenants’ rights and there is little support for landlords, the Commission 
was launching a guide for disabled people to outline their rights and a 
toolkit for LAs to improve decision making and practice 

 Mark Wilson (MW) said that homelessness was often created by 
disability and ageing, but not many people realised this.  There is a 
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lack of development land suitable for housing in Cardiff and Vale.  
Many gypsy and traveller communities don’t want houses.  Should we 
offer people choices or not?  Choice could lead to unintended 
consequences.  Given the ageing of the population, should we change 
our philosophy?  George Jones said that disabled people should be 
involved in the decisions leading up to the choices on offer; 

 It is difficult to get landlords and lettings agencies to do adaptations.  
Ensuring that housing stock is adaptable and future proofed is 
essential to meet the needs of Wales’ ageing population.  People were 
being placed in private rental accommodation because there is so little 
housing stock available; 

 Welsh Government was about to publish a framework for independent 
living.  Housing for disabled people needed to be higher up the 
agenda. 

 
 
Conclusion and action 
 
MH and MI thanked everyone for attending and said that it was very important 
to have joint meetings which break out of traditional silos.   
 
MI said that, all too often, a medical model of disability was applied to people 
need housing, but LA advocates and outreach workers often had no condition 
specific expertise themselves.   
 
AMs then left the meeting to attend a plenary session, but encouraged 
attendees to continue the discussion.  Discussion continued for a short time 
afterwards, and included: 
 

 data about need is available on housing waiting lists; 
 the organisations around the table were still disjointed in their 

approaches, and needed to come together outside the CPG to develop 
a combined approach; 

 the three CPG secretariats agreed to work together to draw up key 
messages to put to AMs.  This would include the Future Generations 
agenda and the economic regeneration; 

 Disability Wales said that there was still a cookie-cutter approach to 
housing, and a lack of personalisation; 

 there is a drive to get the housing sector represented on Regional 
Partnership Boards; 

 there were concerns about the roll-out of Universal Credit and its 
impact on people and housing.  The Older People’s Commissioner is 
likely to do some work on it over the next few years. 

 
 
Any Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 


